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SISTERSOFTHESUN . = P :
s One of the biggest achievements in astronomy in recent years was the discovery of - Oy e e
planets orbiting around stars other than the Sun. The first “extra-solar” planet was = The Sun |$just one of the Galaxg s 20[] bulmn s tar s . s = =
- " discovered in 1995 around Star 51 of the Pegasus constellation. It orbits e 2 -
- = around its star in 4 days, at a distance of just 25 million kilometers, i.e. 20 times 3 Al stars are balls of hot gas but each afthem is dlffe[ent 2=
1 closer than the Earth to the Sun % & - 2
- ! These planets are too far away from Earth to be seen directly. Bathed in the light of
* their star, they are very difficult to see. = "
- -
.
=
-
-
The first picture of an extra-solar planet, \
. - obtained in November 2008 around the staf -
Am's(’: View of the planet around Ster gl Beta-Pictoris. = x
et ‘The star is surrounded by a disk seen edge on, X =

and the planet is a very faint dot of light near the sta
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