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Construction of the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array(ALMA) in Chile is pro-
ceeding rapidly with the initial call for proposals expected in the next few months. With an
unprecedented combination of sensitivity and resolution, ALMA will revolutionize our view of
the cool component of galaxies. In this presentationI will provide a brief overview of the science
accessible with ALMA focusing in particular on its applications to studies of galactic and extra-
galactic star formation. I will describe the current status of ALMA and the likely capabilities
available for initial observing projects.
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